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TERROIR

Fugue de NÃ©nin est produit Ã partir de vignes plantÃ©es sur des
terroirs argilo-sableux, qui confÃ¨rent au vin une buvabilitÃ© plus
prÃ©coce, ainsi que de jeunes vignes situÃ©es sur le plateau de
Pomerol. Dans le contexte de lâ€™appellation Pomerol, oÃ¹ il est
rare quâ€™un domaine excÃ¨de 10 hectares, le ChÃ¢teau NÃ©nin
reprÃ©sente une surface majeure : jusquâ€™Ã 32 hectares de vignes
en production. En consÃ©quence, son terroir comprend toute la
diversitÃ© de sols qui caractÃ©rise Pomerol. Il est principalement
constituÃ© de dÃ©pÃ´ts oligocÃ¨nes recouverts de formations
graveleuses alluviales de la Dordogne ; des argiles et graviers
siliceux, des quartz, des granites, de la crasse de fer ainsi que des
galets de basalte.

MILLÉSIME 2023

Le millÃ©sime 2023 Ã NÃ©nin s’est distinguÃ© par une croissance
prÃ©coce de la vigne, une attention constante au vignoble et une
rÃ©colte menÃ©e avec prÃ©cision. AprÃ¨s un hiver doux et un
dÃ©bourrement prÃ©coce, la vigne a connu une croissance rapide,
nÃ©cessitant une grande rÃ©activitÃ© dans les travaux viticoles. La
floraison fin mai a Ã©tÃ© homogÃ¨ne et vigoureuse. Le mois de juin,
Ã la fois chaud et humide, a augmentÃ© la pression sanitaire.
L’Ã©tÃ©, marquÃ© par des tempÃ©ratures Ã©levÃ©es et des
pluies bien rÃ©parties, a favorisÃ© une maturation rÃ©guliÃ¨re. Les
vendanges ont commencÃ© le 9 septembre et se sont poursuivies
sereinement pendant trois semaines. Le vin obtenu se distingue par
son Ã©quilibre, sa fraÃ®cheur et sa structure Ã©lÃ©gante : une
expression fidÃ¨le du terroir de NÃ©nin.

INFORMATIONS TECHNIQUES

Assemblage : 93% Merlot, 7% Cabernet Franc
Date de vendange : Du 13 au 28 septembre 2023
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DegrÃ© : 13,50 % - AciditÃ© totale 3,10 gH2SO4/l
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NOTES DE DÉGUSTATION

92/100
JAMES SUCKLING
Fruit-expressive nose of fresh red berries and red cherries. Medium-bodied
with fine-grained tannins and a linear, crunchy finish. Pretty, juicy and
vibrant in style. 93% merlot and 7% cabernet franc. Drink or hold.

88/100
JEAN-MARC QUARIN
Couleur sombre, d'intensitÃ© moyenne. Nez moyennement aromatique,
fruitÃ©, qui merlot. Bouche trÃ¨s agrÃ©able, certes lÃ©gÃ¨re, mais bien
construite et en faveur du fruit.

90/100
JEB DUNNUCK
The second wine from this estate, the 2023 Fugue De NÃ©nin is based on
93% Merlot and 7% Cabernet Franc that spent 10 months in 10% new French
oak. Juicy black cherries, leafy herbs, crunchy red fruits, and chocolaty
hints all emerge from this medium-bodied, fresh, focused, elegant effort. It
has nicely integrated acidity and outstanding length. Drink this charming
Pomerol over the coming 10-15 years. Drink 2026-2041. (April 2026)

90/100
THE WINE CELLAR INSIDER/JEFF LEVE
Cocoa, wet earth, licorice and red fruits are easy to find in the nose, and on
the medium-bodied, fresh, bright, and fruity palate The wine will deliver its
cherry filled pleasure on release, and for close to a decade after that. Drink
from 2027-2035. (April 2026)

88/100
THE WINE DOCTOR/CHRIS KISSACK
A blend of 93% Merlot and 7% Cabernet Franc, from parcels around the
chÃ¢teau and on the peripheries, as well as from young Cabernet Franc
vines on the plateau. The Ã©levage is ten months, but using just 10% new
oak, as well as some larger foudres. It has a matt mulberry hue in the glass,
and a fresh nose of dried red cherry, white pepper and crushed white
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gravel. The palate has a charming presence, dry with a loosely composed
core of red cherry and cranberry fruits, draped across a peppery spindle of
tannins. Rather juicy in style, the modest grip which lurks beneath wrapping
up the finish. Sappy and washed with tannin in the end, but it works with the
fruit, and should be drinking shortly after release. The alcohol is 13.3% on
analysis. 88/100 (December 2025)

87/100
THE WINE PALATE/LISA PERROTTI-BROWN
Deep garnet-purple in color, the 2023 Fugue de NÃ©nin is a blend of 93%
Merlot and 7% Cabernet Franc. It gallops out of the glass with energetic
notes of juicy black cherries and black raspberries, followed by hints of
cinnamon toast, lilacs, and tree moss. Medium-bodied, the palate is soft and
juicy, with just enough freshness and a spicy lift on the finish. The alcohol is
13.3%.

90/100
VINOUS / ANTONIO GALLONI
The 2023 Fugue de NÃ©nin is a lovely second wine. Bright red-toned fruit,
crushed flowers, mint, blood orange and cinnamon all grace this soft, open-
knit Pomerol from NÃ©nin. This is everything a second wine should be.
Delicious. (March 2026)

89/100
VINUM/ADRIAN VAN VELSEN
Reiffruchtig und mit herrlicher KrÃ¤uterwÃ¼rze und blondem Tabak;
seidenweich am Gaumen, delikater Fruchtkern, nicht Ã¼berbordendes
Tannin, leicht cremig in der Textur und mit einem mittellangen,
rotfruchtigen Finish.

90/100
WINE SPECTATOR / JAMES MOLESWORTH
Youthfully compact, this red offers a juicy cassis and plum core wrapped in
black licorice and sweet tobacco before turning to show off a gloss of
roasted vanilla on the sleek and fresh finish. Merlot and Cabernet Franc.
Drink now through 2033. (March 2026)

90/100
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YVES BECK
A l'image de bon nombre de 2023, le bouquet allie fraÃ®cheur et maturitÃ©
en les rÃ©vÃ©lant cÃ´te Ã cÃ´te ! Ainsi, des nuances de baies rouges ainsi
que des fruits noirs bien mÃ»rs crÃ©ent une symbiose avec des effluves de
pivoines. LÃ©gÃ¨rement juteux en attaque, le vin suit un cheminement
linÃ©aire et s'illustre par une rafraÃ®chissante tension. Un vin sapide avec
une saine dose de tempÃ©rament !

92/100
DECANTER/GEORGINA HINDLE
Smells wildly aromatic, deep and darkly scented with purple fruit and dark
berries. Juicy and bright, really lively and energetic, clean and pure. Not
dense but very approachable with lashings of mint and liquorice spice on
the finish. Pristine and finessed, dark and slightly tense on the finish. Easy
and lots to like. So lifted and really long. Quite an opulent taste to this -
dark, spiced berries the whole way through but lifted by acidity.

91/100
JANE ANSON
A slightly subdued Fugue de Nenin, with plenty of fresh raspberry and fig
fruits, juicy acidity, balanced, soft through the finish. For early to medium
drinking, enjoyable although the real depths of flavour are found in the
main estate wine in this vintage.

17/20
MATTHEW JUKES
Jean-Guillaume Prats explained that 2023 is a ’MillÃ©sime de Riche’ (a rich
man’s vintage), and he is spot on because thosewith deep pockets could
afford to deploy their first-class viticulture teams repeatedly to combat
mildew throughoutthe year. Only those with full-time, well-drilled armies of
skilled workers stood a chance of making stunning wines. Theothers could
forget it, which is why I had to eject more wines than ever from my Report
this year. Of course, NÃ©nin (part ofJean-Hubert Delon’s LÃ©oville Las
Cases family) is one of the lucky ones, and the wines here are typically
bright, silky andalluring. As always, there is superb balance in Fugue, and
the harmony between the precocious fruit and the croquantefinish is
perfect. This wine will kick off early and sing the NÃ©nin song with
conviction.
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