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TERROIR

Located on the Pomerol plateau, Château Nénin benefits from an
emblematic terroir combining deep gravel, clay, and iron-rich soils,
all defining features of the great wines of the appellation. Its mosaic
of plots, spread between the upper plateau with deep clay soils and
more gravelly slopes, creates a natural balance between power,
freshness, and refined tannic structure. This terroir allows Merlot to
express its full depth and velvety texture, while Cabernet Franc and
Cabernet Sauvignon bring structure, tension, and aromatic
complexity. These different expressions of the vineyard encourage a
slow, even ripening of the grapes, giving rise to precise, elegant
wines with excellent ageing potential.

VINTAGE 2023

The 2023 vintage at Nénin stood out for its early vine growth,
constant vineyard care, and carefully managed harvest. Following a
mild winter and early budbreak, the vines grew rapidly, requiring
great responsiveness in terms of vineyard work. Flowering at the end
of May was even and vigorous, promising a generous and high-
quality crop. June, both warm and humid, increased disease
pressure. The summer, marked by high temperatures and well-
distributed rainfall, supported steady ripening. Harvest began on
September 9 and continued smoothly for three weeks. The resulting
wine is distinguished by its balance, freshness, and elegant structure
— a true reflection of the Nénin terroir.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Blend : 67% Merlot, 30% Cab. Franc, 3% Cab. Sauvignon
Harvest period : From 9th to 28 September 2023
Alcohol degree : 13,50 % - Total acidity : 3,22gH2SO4/l
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TASTING NOTES

95/100
JAMES SUCKLING
Very perfumed, with a chalk and terra-cotta undertone to the plums and
strawberries. Medium-bodied, this shows beautiful subtlety and finesse,
with a roundness that builds on the palate. So delicious and gorgeous. Soft
winemaking delivers excellence here. A blend of 67% merlot, 30% cabernet
franc and 3% cabernet sauvignon. Drink now or hold.

94/100
JEAN-MARC QUARIN
Couleur sombre, intense, aux reflets vifs. Nez très aromatique, fin, fruité et
subtil. Minutieux en entrée de bouche, raffiné au toucher, le vin fond sur le
palais, aromatique et long, tout en douceur tactile. Très belle longueur
séveuse. Pour la première fois, l'intégration du cabernet sauvignon infère
une particularité singulière à ce cru.

96/100
JEB DUNNUCK
A gorgeous example of this château in Pomerol, the 2023 Château Nénin is a
blend of 67% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc, and 3% Cabernet Sauvignon that
was aged 16 months in 40% new French oak. Ripe red and black fruits,
chocolaty herbs, graphite, and damp earth all shine on the nose, and it's
medium to full-bodied, with a rich, layered, textured mouthfeel, sweet
tannins, and a great finish. I wouldn't be surprised to see this turn out to be
the greatest Nénin ever produced. Drink 2028-2053. (April 2026)

93/100
THE WINE CELLAR INSIDER/JEFF LEVE
Truffle, black cherries, flowers, licorice, and chocolate create the aromatic
profile. The palate is fruity, fresh, and supple, with layers of dark chocolate,
plums, espresso, and cherries, capturing its energy and softness perfectly.
The wine blends 67% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc, and 3% Cabernet
Sauvignon. This is the first vintage with Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend.
Drink from 2028-2044. (April 2026)

92/100



2023

THE WINE DOCTOR/CHRIS KISSACK
The grand vin is a blend of 67% Merlot, 30% Cabernet Franc and 3%
Cabernet Sauvignon, the first vintage in which the Cabernet Sauvignon has
entered the grand vin. The élevage was in 40% new oak, the rest used
barrels and foudres, for about 16 months. The nose here is really enticing, a
combination of currant and rose petals, with sandalwood scents and
crushed white gravel. The palate is finely honed and seamless, with a layer
of perfumed currant and sweet cranberry intertwined with a little toasted
almond and dry rose, supported on a sinewy and lithe texture, with a round
wrapping of tightly knit tannins. Showing well, this is certainly an
improvement on the Nenin I knew twenty years ago. It culminates in a firm
grip lightly washed with tannin. It needs five, perhaps ten years to come
good. A success! The alcohol is 13.4% on analysis. 92/100 (December 2025)

95/100
THE WINE PALATE/LISA PERROTTI-BROWN
The 2023 Nénin is deep garnet-purple in color. The blend is 67% Merlot,
30% Cabernet Franc, and 3% Cabernet Sauvignon. It prances out with
showy notes of ripe black plums and mulberries, opening out to reveal hints
of crushed rocks, lavender oil, fertile loam, and garrigue. Medium-bodied,
the palate is wonderfully fine and elegant, with a very fine-grained texture
and seamless freshness, finishing long and minerally. Very impressive! This
is the first time that a little Cabernet Sauvignon made it into the
blend’planted after the acquisition by the Delon family in 1997, from
cuttings taken from Las Cases. The alcohol is 13.39%.

94/100
VINUM/ADRIAN VAN VELSEN
Reiffruchtig und dennoch frisch im Duft, tiefgründig, neben Pflaumen und
Brombeeren auch Anflüge von Vanille und Teenoten, darüber ein Strauss
von Veilchen; seidig am Gaumen, die Tanninqualität lässt keine Wünsche
übrig, ungemein gradlinig und dennoch mit Schmelz, grosse Harmonie,
grosse Länge, würziges, rotfruchtiges Finale. Einer der besten Nenin, den
ich jemals verkosten durfte.

92/100
WINE SPECTATOR / JAMES MOLESWORTH
Offers a direct and pure core of red and black currant fruit laced with
singed alder and savory through the focused finish. Shows a late sanguine
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echo. A solid, bling-free expression of Pomerol. Merlot, Cabernet Franc
and Cabernet Sauvignon. Best from 2027 through 2038. (March 2026)

95/100
YVES BECK
L’éclat du fruit est bien représenté dans le grand vin également, mais d’une
manière plus encadrée, avec des nuances d’épices douces et une touche de
réglisse. Le caractère crémeux de l’attaque précède un vin élégant, linéaire
où les tannins et l’acidité se complètent mutuellement. Porté par une
structure harmonieuse, le vin est invitant et pourra certainement être
apprécié dans sa jeunesse, tout en disposant d’un respectable potentiel de
garde.

94-95/100
ALEXANDRE MA
This wine is fresh, juicy, and brightly transparent, It has a gentle graphite
note that blends the sweetness of a Merlot with excellent terroir in Pomerol.
The aromas of raspberry, cherry, tart date, and red pomegranate are
particularly vibrant, while the previously leisurely violet scent is more
restrained. The wine has a spider-silk finesse in its tannins because of gentle
extraction, they weave into an airy web that undulates with the breeze in the
finish.

94/100
DECANTER/GEORGINA HINDLE
Perfumed purple berries - plum and damson on the palate. Lots of florality,
really scented and expressive. Juicy and supple, nicely agile and energetic -
great weight, no heaviness, really complete and covers the mouth in a
powdery soft fleshiness, not heavy but not light. A balanced wine with plenty
of underlying power and fruit forwardness. I really like this, gently layered -
great acidity, juiciness and sense of ease to this. Gentle, smooth, charming,
round, fresh and cool. Great stuff.

18.5+/20
MATTHEW JUKES
This red-toned Nénin has terrific brightness, crisp fruit, and superb tannins.
The overall feel is of a wine with lip-smacking intensity but no excess
weight. The fruit spectrum delves into all red and purple hues, from
mulberries to violets, crimson cherries to tantalising pomegranates.
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Underneath all this action lives breath-taking steeliness in the form of brittle
acidity. The finish is minutes long and perfectly balanced, with fine-grained
tannins barely perceptible. While this sensual wine might appear to possess
a soft exterior, the fine line of high tensile fruit in its core is impressive and
will arm it for a long life ahead.

93-95/100
RVF
Étonnant d’ouverture, ce 2023 offre un style épanoui. Nous retrouvons
l’expression classique de Nénin, avec un fruit bien mûr sans excès. 3 % de
cabernet-sauvignon entrent cette année dans l’assemblage, attribuant un
caractère impérial et noble à l’ensemble. Ils se perçoivent surtout en
bouche, avec un toucher pulpeux mais moins riche qu’à l’accoutumée, et
surtout une acidité plus soulignée. Un style convivial qui pourrait
s’exprimer au mieux dès la prime jeunesse.

93-94/100
THE WINE ADVOCATE/WILLIAM KELLEY
The 2023 Nenin is very attractive, bursting from the glass with aromas of
raspberries, dark berries, rose petals and spices, followed by a medium to
full-bodied, fleshy and supple palate that's pure and sensual, with a
succulent core of fruit, sweet tannin and an immensely charming profile that
promises a broad drinking window.

94/100
VINOUS/ANTONIO GALLONI
The 2023 Nénin is pliant and super expressive right out of the gate.
Blackberry, incense, licorice, grilled herbs ans tabacco build nicely in the
glass. This is the first vintage that includes a touch of Cabernet Sauvignon in
the blend. Brisks acids and beams of tannin shape this classy, structured
Pomerol. Nicely done. (March 2026)
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