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TERROIR

Le Grand Enclos de Las Cases renferme un terroir d’une très grande
complexité. Issu majoritairement de graves du Quaternaire sur sous-
sol gravelo-sableux et gravelo-argileux, on rencontre également des
argiles plus ou moins profondes et compactes, parfois même
affleurantes. La proximité de la Gironde est responsable de cette
grande diversité de sols, créée au fil des périodes géologiques par
superpositions successives. De plus, le fleuve génère un microclimat
bien spécifique qui permet une maturité très précoce des raisins et
protège le vignoble du gel.

MILLÉSIME 2020

Après un hiver pluvieux et doux, un printemps humide et chaud
confirma la précocité générale qui marqua ce début d'année 2020.
Par la suite, la météorologie devint plus propice à un développement
sans heurts de la vigne et de ses fruits, même si nous pouvions
déplorer un volume moins important que l'année précédente. Avec
de faibles précipitations dès la deuxième moitié du mois d'Août, ainsi
que de bonnes amplitudes thermiques, les raisins présentaient à leur
récolte des maturités aromatiques et phénoliques idéales. Un Petit
Lion immédiatement séduisant, par sa rondeur et sa fraîcheur. Un
parfait équilibre entre la gourmandise et la tension typique du
terroir de Léoville Las Cases. Un magnifique second vin d'une
grande persistance issu de parcelles dédiées de jeunes Cabernets et
de vieux Merlots.

INFORMATIONS TECHNIQUES

Assemblage : 50% Cabernet Sauvignon 44% Merlot 6% Cabernet
Franc
Date de vendange : Du 10 au 29 septembre 2020
Degré : 13,61% - Acidité Totale : 3,56 gH2SO4/l - pH : 3,69 - IPT : 75
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NOTES DE DÉGUSTATION

96-97/100
JAMES SUCKLING
This is very deep and rich with ripe tannins that take your down and
through the palate. Full and layered. This is really plush and intense. Could
be the best ever for the second wine. Goes deep. (May 2021)

95+/100
TERRE DE VINS / MATHIEU DOUMENGE
Un Petit Lion en dentelle, sur un beau fruit mordant et vibrant, de la tonicité
et un profil saignant, tout en ayant une belle matière crémeuse et des
tannins veloutés. (Avril 2021)

93-95/100
ANTHOCYANES / YOHAN CASTAING
Très beau nez de réglisse, de mure, d'épices, de menthol et d'une fraicheur
magnifique. Grande complexité. De la fraicheur. Bouche juteuse, de la
puissance, de superbes tanins cristallins pour un second vin qui finit
légèrement atramentaire et salin. Magnifique. Une version esthétiquement
conforme au Petit Lion mais avec un supplément d'âme qui lui apporte de
l'élégance. Très belle bouteille de garde. Bravo ! (Avril 2021)

93-95/100
WINE ENTHUSIAST / ROGER VOSS
A dense wine that shows powerful tannins lying over the dark black fruits.
Its structure is deceptively immense, layered with fine acidity at the end.
Slightly medicinal on the finish. (May 2021)

92-94/100
WINE ADVOCATE / LISA PERROTTI-BROWN
(...) Sporting a medium to deep purple-black color, it springs from the glass
with vibrant notes of black cherries, redcurrant jelly and cassis, plus
touches of lavender, fallen leaves and cinnamon stick, with a waft of black
truffles. The medium-bodied palate has bright, bold black and red berry
layers with a grainy texture and loads of freshness, finishing long with a
spicy kick. A very impressive second wine! (May 2021)
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18/20
WEINWISSER / TJARK WITZGALL
(...). Sattes Purpur mit opaker Mitte und zartem rubinrotem Rand.
Komplexes Bouquet mit schwarzer Johannisbeere, dunkle Kirsche und
Olivenpaste, dahinter dunkles Graphit und Estragon. Am dichten Gaumen
mit seidiger Textur, feinkörniges Extrakt, geradliniger Köper. Im
gebündelten Finale mit schwarzem Bergpfeffer und dunkler Mineralik. "Ein
Mini Las Cases". (May 2021)

92-94/100
VINOUS / ANTONIO GALLONI
The 2020 Le Petit Lion du Marquis de las Cases is a very serious second
wine. The aromatics alone are immediately enchanting. This mid-weight
Saint-Julien is so expressive today. Crushed flowers, bright red-toned fruit,
mint, rose petal and cedar are all very nicely lifted. Firm, but precise tannins
lend energy and proportion. The Petit Lion is a blend of young vine
Cabernet and old-vine Merlot from Las Cases. (May 2021)

92-94/100
WEINVERSTAND / ULRICH SAUTTER
Fast alle alten Merlots von Léoville-las-Cases sind dieses Jahr in dieser
Cuvée drin. Kräftig würzig, Moschus, Kampfer, Kirsche, verschlossen.
Herzkirsche. Tannenreisig. Im Mund mit viel Saft, sehr feinem, leicht
geschmeidig gepufferten Tannin in hoher Menge. Feiner Druck, milde
Säure, gute mineralische Definition, ein kleiner Léoville. (December 2021)

93-94/100
ALEXANDRE MA
A touch of purely floral notes emerges from ripe cherry and brambleberry.
All of the details are embraced by the round body and graceful lines,
embellished with silky tannins. The finish is gentle and persistent, with some
delicate oriental spices like cumin and castor seeds toward the end. (April
2021)

94/100
MARKUS DEL MONEGO (MW)
Dark purple colour with violet hue and almost black core. Fragrant nose
with initially closed character, opens up very well, displaying an aroma
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reminiscent of fresh blackcurrant and ripe plums, hints of black cherries
and violets. Impressing structure, precisely shaped, freshness and
minerality, elegant tannins with powerful character, very convincing lengh.
A very typical "Las Cases character". (May 2021)

93-94/100
LIN LIU (MW)
Quite floral, with red and black fruits mix. The palate shows layers of
different textural elements: velvety softness, minerality and graphite feel.
Quite complex and long lasting. Drinking window: 2028-2040+. (April 2021)

92-94/100
JEB DUNNUCK
(...). It has the class of the Grand Vin yet is made in a slightly softer, more
forward style and offers lots of black cherry and dark currants fruits as well
as notes of lead pencil, dried tobacco, and loamy earth. Playing in the
medium to full-bodied end of the spectrum, it's balanced, has ripe tannins,
the hallmark purity of fruit of the vintage, and a great finish. I’d be thrilled to
drink a bottle any time over the coming 10-15 years or more. (May 2021)

93/100
DECANTER / JANE ANSON
Powerful and concentrated, this is just so tasty with plenty of fine grained
tannins, but also the depth and width of a lovely Petit Lion. It has touches of
graphite, peony and violet as it opens up and strikes the right tone between
intensity and keeping the St-Julien balance. It holds the line right through
the palate until those tannins become a little biting on the finish. (...). (April
2021)

93/100
BECKUSTATOR / YVES BECK
Bouquet complexe et intense révélant des nuances de cannelle, de poivre et
de menthe suivies de baies noires. En bouche le vin est friand, compact et
vif. Ses tannins lui confèrent de l'ampleur et ainsi le caractère est puissant
mais également frais. Petit Lion annonce le sérieux du grand vin mais il
brille surtout par son aptitude identitaire. 2025-2040. (Avril 2021)

17,5/20
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MATTHEW JUKES
Ah ' the cuddly, 'little' lion' has not only found its own identity in 2020 but it
has also grown some teeth and claws as well. The addition of 10% press
wine from Las Cases has undoubtedly armed it with gravitas as well as a
decent slice of grandeur and if you ignore, for the moment, the fact that this
is a 'second wine' it is, in its own right, one of the standout St Juliens of the
vintage. This underlines the majesty of this amazing property and the
exacting standard to which they hold each and every wine. With fine-
grained tannins and a genuine slice of Las Cases nobility, this is a stunning
2020. (May 2021)

16++/20
JANCISROBINSON.COM / JAMES LAWTHER (MW)
Dense and reserved with the meaty edge of the Merlot most prominent.
Juicy and quite broad across the palate, the tannic frame a little more
robust than that of the grand vin but refined all the same. (April 2021)

91-93/100
THE WINE CELLAR INSIDER / JEFF LEVE
Elegant, refined and fresh, the wine is packed with tobacco leaf, cherry,
cedar and spice. Medium-bodied and lifted, with gorgeous notes of kirsch,
cassis and smoky cherries on the palate and in the finish, this baby Leoville
Las Cases is going to be just great with only a year or two of age. (...). (May
2021)

THE DRINKS BUSINESS / COLIN HAY
Le Petit Lion is growing up and starting to roar. This is bold, quite
expansive and very expressive on the nose - with white pepper, brambles
and blackcurrant alongside rose petals, wild herbs and an interesting
crushed stone minerality. There's also a lovely iodine note and a hint of
oyster shell, reminding one that the vineyard here in the former river bed.
On the attack this is super-svelte, limpid in the mouth and impressively
sinuous, closer in quality than it has ever been to Las Cases itself. I love the
energy and brightness. (June 2021)



2020
Comparatif des températures et précipitations sur la
période végétative : du 1er mars au 31 octobre Pluviométrie et températures en 2020

Stades phénologiques
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