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TERROIR

Located on the Pomerol plateau, Château Nénin benefits from an
emblematic terroir combining deep gravel, clay, and iron-rich soils,
all defining features of the great wines of the appellation. Its mosaic
of plots, spread between the upper plateau with deep clay soils and
more gravelly slopes, creates a natural balance between power,
freshness, and refined tannic structure. This terroir allows Merlot to
express its full depth and velvety texture, while Cabernet Franc and
Cabernet Sauvignon bring structure, tension, and aromatic
complexity. These different expressions of the vineyard encourage a
slow, even ripening of the grapes, giving rise to precise, elegant
wines with excellent ageing potential.

VINTAGE 2018

With a more humid winter than elsewhere, Pomerol experienced a
warm but less rainy springtime. Starting from July favourable
weather conditions were noticed with wide fluctuation in between
day and night temperatures. The optimal conditions during the
harvest guaranteed the health of the crop and its perfect quality. Both
in terms of taste and analysis, the 2018 vintage is a blend of power
and freshness. Once again, the Merlot grapes structure the wines and
provide density and aromatic richness. This vintage will also remain
a great year for the Cabernets francs. They give the blend a
formidable complexity and a great freshness.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Blend : Merlot 63 % Cabernet Franc 37 %
Harvest period : 13th September to 10th October 2018
Alcohol degree : 14.60 % - Total Acidity : 3.27 gH2SO4/l - pH : 3.64 -
IPT : 75
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TASTING NOTES

97/100
JAMES SUCKLING
Elegant, complex nose with dark and blue fruit, as well as spicy and earthy
undertones. Sandalwood and cedar with dark chocolate, too. Full body
with firm, ultra fine tannins. Structured, layered and flavorful on the palate.
It’s very polished with a lovely texture and a long finish. Pure and luscious.
Merlot with 37% cabernet franc. Best ever. Try after 2024, but already very
beautiful. (January 2021)

95/100
JEB DUNNUCK
« (...) the value hunters out there should snatch up wines from (...) Nenin (...).
» I think the 2018 Château Nenin might check in behind the magical 2019,
but it's certainly in the same league as the 2016. (...) Its deep purple color is
followed by a beautiful nose of ripe black cherries, cassis, chocolate,
violets, and spring flowers. With beautiful freshness, medium to full-bodied
richness, seamless tannins, and a great finish, this gorgeous Pomerol is
going to benefit from 4-5 years of bottle age and evolve for two decades.
(March 2021)

92/100
THE WINE CELLAR INSIDER / JEFF LEVE
Flowers, plum, wet earth, smoke and cocoa open the wine. On the palate
the wine has firmed up since it was in barrel. The wine is concentrated, full-
bodied, ripe, deep, fresh and energetic, with the structure to age quite well.
The finish fills you up with sweet, ripe fruits and chocolate. It will require
some aging to fill out and soften, so give it at least 5-7 years in the cellar. (...).
(March 2021)

93/100
WINE SPECTATOR / JAMES MOLESWORTH
Ripe, and even a bit showy (atypical for the vintage), with plum, blackberry
and blueberry notes bursting forth, backed by licorice and fruitcake
accents. Starts to show its spine through the finish, with a tug of warm stone
and tobacco adding contrast and cut. Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Best from
2022 through 2035. 2,500 cases made. (January 2021)
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93/100
ANTHOCYANES / YOHAN CASTAING
Nez un peu plus réglisse, graphite, violette et mure que le second vin avec
une très belle construction de bouche, à la fois ronde, moelleuse et tendue.
Les tanins sont magnifiques avec une perception de sapidité, de velouté et
une finale très longue. L'un des plus beaux Nénin produit par les équipes en
place tant il est ciselé et frais. (Novembre 2020)

93/100
DECANTER / JANE ANSON
Clear pencil lead and slate gives a sense of restraint and balance to what are
fully ripe fruits. There are figs, blackberries, liquorice and black chocolate;
a ton of interest and depth, and full, chewy tannins through the close of play.
It maintains a Left Bank feel that is so typical in this Pomerol, and is hugely
successful. Tasted twice and both times I got the same character of crayon
and concentration. 3.63pH. (November 2020)

94+/100
THE WINE CHRONICLES / PANOS KAKAVIATOS
As experienced from barrel, this has serious pencil lead and graphite on the
nose. Very ripe and refined with fine texture and subtle expressions on the
palate. You get 14.5% alcohol but not the obvious vintage warmth from some
of the other wines assessed. ’We harvested quite early’, director Pierre
Graffeuille said, to maintain freshness. There is tannic bite on the finish, but
fine-grained tannin, so that the bite is more a padded, rather than brick
wall. Give it five years in the cellar before opening. (November 2020)

94/100
YVES BECK
Nénin 2018 se révèle avec beaucoup de classe, de style. Il me rappelle les
très grands Nénin que j'ai pu déguster dans de vieux millésimes. Il est
subtilement fruité, fin, complexe et invitant. Touche suave en attaque
rapidement emballé par la fraîcheur tandis que les tannins, serrés mais bien
intégrés, assurent les arrières. Un vin tout en finesse. 2024-2038. (Décembre
2020)

92-94/100
THE WINE DOCTOR / CHRIS KISSACK
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(...). It has a delightful fragrance on the nose, all peony, sweetpea and
verbena scents. It certainly possesses a very floral style, with some toasted
oak, bringing a sweet and lightly caramelised edge to the aromatic profile.
It feels very precise all the same. The palate follows on with a sense of
precision, showing freshness, character and energy. It feels medium-
bodied, lithe and sinewy in its character, with perfumed peony fruit. A very
fresh style with tightly grained, seamless and polished tannins. Long and
tense, this vintage continues a run of improved form for this estate. (...).
(April 2019)

18,5+/20
VVWINE.CH / ADRIAN VAN VELSEN
Kräftiges Rubin, violette Reflexe. Sehr nobles Bouquet, florale Noten, eine
tolle Würze, zeigt Lebhaftigkeit, wirkt verspielt. Der Gaumen ist
vollmundig, ein Mund voll Wein, üppig, fast schon mit etwas Rubensfigur
aber top ausgewogen, die Tannine sind von sehr guter Qualität, die Frucht
wirkt reif und dennoch knackig, das ist, wie wenn man auf der Zunge eine
schwarze Kirsche zerknackt, dann gesellen sich Gewürze hinzu. Sehr
langer Abgang. Ein ungemein finessenreicher Wein der trotz der Kraft nie
schwerfällig wirkt. 2028-2045. (March 2019)

17/20
BETTANE & DESSEAUVE
Un Nénin aux accents de mine de crayon, pour l'instant sérieux, avec un très
fort potentiel. L'élevage lui apportera des nuances et une grande
complexité. Comme à son habitude, c'est le coureur de fond de Pomerol.

90-92/100
JACQUES PERRIN

17/20
JANCIS ROBINSON / JULIA HARDING

18,5+/20
MATTHEW JUKES
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18/20
WEIN GABRIEL / RENE GABRIEL

93-95/100
WINE ADVOCATE
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Phenological cycle Total rainfall and average temperatures in 2018

Comparison of temperatures and rainfall during the
growth cycle : from 1st March to 31st October

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

