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TERROIR

Le Grand Enclos de Las Cases renferme un terroir d’une très grande
complexité. Issu majoritairement de graves du Quaternaire sur sous-
sol gravelo-sableux et gravelo-argileux, on rencontre également des
argiles plus ou moins profondes et compactes, parfois même
affleurantes. La proximité de la Gironde est responsable de cette
grande diversité de sols, créée au fil des périodes géologiques par
superpositions successives. De plus, le fleuve génère un microclimat
bien spécifique qui permet une maturité très précoce des raisins et
protège le vignoble du gel.

MILLÉSIME 2017

Le millésime 2017 nous a donné des seconds vins particulièrement
réussis grâce à l'attention portée sur les jeunes vignes. Les Merlots
sont riches, les Cabernets Francs fins et élégants, et les Cabernets
Sauvignons puissants et structurés. La trame tannique, puissante
mais très soyeuse et élégante, s'étire vers une finale particulièrement
longue et complexe.

INFORMATIONS TECHNIQUES

Assemblage : Merlot 52% Cabernet Sauvignon 34% Cabernet Franc
14%
Date de vendange : du 15 septembre au 4 octobre 2017
Degré : 13,26 % - Acidité Totale : 3,60 gH2SO4/l - pH : 3,67 - IPT : 62



2017

NOTES DE DÉGUSTATION

17/20
BETTANE & DESSEAUVE
Précis au nez, la race du terroir et raffinement évident du tannin, sans toute
la texture crémeuse du grand vin. Réussi grâce à des vieux merlots
exceptionnels. (January 2021)

16,25/20
JEAN-MARC QUARIN
Couleur sombre, intense et belle. Nez très aromatique, fin, au fruité pur et
mûr. Remarqué pour sa touche cabernet (...). Vin à la bouche délicieuse, très
appréciée pour l'intensité et la classe de ses saveurs. Texture soyeuse, grain
fin. 2021 - 2040. (Octobre 2020)

91+/100
WINE ADVOCATE / LISA PERROTTI BROWN
Coming from young Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot plus some older vines,
the deep garnet-purple colored 2017 Le Petit Lion (...) is a little closed and
broody to begin, opening out to offer notes of baked plums, warm black
cherries and boysenberries with touches of garrigue, lavender, anise and
tobacco. Medium to full-bodied, the palate is built like a brick house, with
firm, grainy tannins and bold freshness supporting the muscular fruit,
finishing long with some mineral accents coming through. Needs a good 2-3
years in barrel. (March 2020)

92/100
VINOUS / ANTONIO GALLONI
The 2017 Le Petit Lion is a gorgeous second wine from Léoville Las-Cases.
Sweet, floral aromatics give the wine its perfumed, gracious personality.
Classy, expressive, and refined to the core, the Petit Lion is a wine built on
tension, energy and finesse more than anything else. It is a Saint-Julien that
emphasizes classic structure and nuance more than power. (March 2020)

92/100
JEB DUNNUCK
The second wine of this great estate, (...) this ruby/purple-hued effort offers
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a beautiful violet character as well as notes of mulberries, blueberries,
graphite, and crushed rocks. It shows the elegant, seamless style of the
vintage, has medium-bodied, depth and richness, silky tannins, and is just
perfectly balanced. (February 2020)

89/100
VINOUS / NEAL MARTIN
Matured for 15 months in around 25% new oak, the 2017 Le Petit Lion has a
perfumed, quite floral bouquet with pressed rose petals infusing the
cranberry and wild strawberry aromas. The palate is medium-bodied with
sappy red berry fruit, quite saline in the mouth with a very harmonious and
quite persistent finish. This is an excellent Deuxième Vin. (February 2020)

93/100
JAMES SUCKLING
An extremely polished and plush red with silky, ripe fruit, such as
blueberries and blackberries. Medium to full body with a juicy, savory
palate of fruit to the ripe and creamy tannins. Really pretty. (...). Drink after
2022. (January 2020)

90/100
WINE SPECTATOR / JAMES MOLESWORTH
Fresh, with a streamlined feel to the mix of cassis, bitter plum, violet and
anise notes. Offers iron-tinged cut on the finish. A restrained style. (...). Drink
now through 2028. (2020)

93/100
YVES BECK
Que de finesse et de complexité dans ce bouquet. Agréables notes fruitées et
épicées où poivre noir, mûres et réglisse sont en symbiose. En bouche le vin
est équilibré, juteux et soutenu par une belle structure tannique aux grains
fins. Quel excellent niveau, très digne du grand-frère ! 2022-2037.
(Décembre 2019)

91/100
DECANTER / JANE ANSON
Plenty of signature character of the main wine, this is packed with graphite,
cassis, liquorice and truffle. A great 2nd wine that is always worth getting to
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know, not least to see what awaits at Leoville after a few decades of
patience. This has pretty tight tannis, from old Merlot vines which have a
ton of complexity and grace. This is one of the very few 2nd wines in 2017
that stands up to the vintage. This has improved over ageing but give it
another two or three years to soften that austerity. 3.67pH. Drinking
Window 2024 - 2040. (November 2019)

90/100
REBECCA GIBB
Produced from younger vines at Las Cases and some older Merlot plants
(there isn't much Merlot in the grand vin). Juicy and fruity on entry,
providing bags of sweet black fruit. Lovely refined tannin and acidity
provide sinew and precision on the long finish. Sweet but not rich nor big.
(April 2018)

91-93/100
THE WINE DOCTOR / CHRIS KISSACK
The second wine of Las-Cases, this is a much improved cuvée compared to
its debut a decade or so ago. (...). It has quite a restrained nose, more quietly
spoken than the other Delon St Julien wines tasted alongside, with a very
fine, pithy density to the fruit. It does feel a little more backward, perhaps all
that young vine Cabernet showing through. The palate shows a succulent
character to the fruit though, with creamed red cherry and red plum laced
with a little sooty blackcurrant, along with very ripe and fine-boned tannins.
It seems fresh and grippy, with a nice acid lift. While reserved, this has
potential. 91-93/100 (April 2018)

GUIDE HACHETTE DES VINS 2021
Ample, puissant, élégant et bien équilibré, ce vin aux tanins soyeux tient
toutes les promesses de sa belle robe dense et profonde et de son bouquet
très harmonieux, boisé avec justesse et bien fruité. 2024-2030. (Octobre
2020)

93/100
WINE ENTHUSIAST

17,5/20
WEINWISSER / TJARK WITZGALL - GUISEPPE LAURA
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16,5/20
JANCIS ROBINSON / JULIA HARDING
(April 2018)
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Stades phénologiques Pluviométrie et températures en 2017

Comparatif des températures et précipitations sur la
période végétative : du 1er mars au 31 octobre
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