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TERROIR

Located on the Pomerol plateau, Château Nénin benefits from an
emblematic terroir combining deep gravel, clay, and iron-rich soils,
all defining features of the great wines of the appellation. Its mosaic
of plots, spread between the upper plateau with deep clay soils and
more gravelly slopes, creates a natural balance between power,
freshness, and refined tannic structure. This terroir allows Merlot to
express its full depth and velvety texture, while Cabernet Franc and
Cabernet Sauvignon bring structure, tension, and aromatic
complexity. These different expressions of the vineyard encourage a
slow, even ripening of the grapes, giving rise to precise, elegant
wines with excellent ageing potential.

VINTAGE 2016

The year 2016 started off with the water tables full, thanks to the
heavy rainfall from January to March. Three difficult months for the
vineyard workers but which saved the day for this vintage! The mild
temperatures in March ensured an early budburst but the colder,
rainy mornings in April slowed down the growth cycle.From mid-
June to midOctober, rainfall was well below the seasonal average.
During the first two weeks of August, the colour change was short
and even on each of the properties. The grapes developed in radiant,
dry weather conditions. Light showers appeared in mid-September
to re-boost the ripening process on the terroirs offering less water
retention, thus perfecting the maturation of the tannins. The
absolutely perfect weather conditions during harvest time allowed
us to pick grapes boasting remarkable quality.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Blend : Merlot 75% Cabernet Franc 25%
Harvest period : From September 23rd to October 13th, 2016
Alcohol degree : 14.47 % - Total Acidity : 3,56 - pH : 3.62- IPT 81
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TASTING NOTES

97/100
JAMES SUCKLING / JACOBO GARCIA ANDRADE
This shows aromas of chocolate and tar. It’s medium- to full-bodied with
subdued, balanced fruit. The wine has mellowed and is velvety and in good
shape, but will continue to evolve favorably. (February 2026)

92/100
INSTITUTE OF MASTER OF WINES
(...). Soils here are deep gravel and sand, with nine hectares on the higher
plateau used for the grand vin. Since 2015, yields have been reduced and
this is reflected in a high-quality 2016 Nenin. Dark in colour, there is plenty
of rich, ripe fruit here with density and softness on the palate. Classy and
balanced - should age well. Drinking Window 2022 - 2035. (December
2021)

16+/20
JANCIS ROBINSON
Tasted blind. Rich and opulent with a layer of spice. Lots of substance. And
more tannins than some others in this flight of its peers. A bit of heat on the
end. Drink 2026 - 2036. (February 2020)

18/20
REVUE DU VIN DE FRANCE
Racé, original, il livre déjà des arômes personnels de cerise noire,
d'agrumes, de cardamome. Intense, distingué, sa matière s'appuie sur le flux
sans heurt de très beaux tannins. Promis à une belle carrière, il confirme sa
distinction. (Guide Vert 2020)

93/100
THE WINE CELLAR INSIDER / JEFF LEVE
Already showing a bit of truffle, the wine offers ripe plums and licorice in
the nose and on the palate. Most of the oak has been completely integrated
into the wine. Round, smooth, curvy and full bodied, you experience a
delicious blast of juicy red fruits and spice on the palate and finish.
(September 2019)
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93/100
WINE SPECTATOR / JAMES MOLESWORTH
Features a core of dark boysenberry, açai berry and black currant fruit that
is direct, pure and polished, carried by solid but integrated tannins through
a slightly muscular finish. Offers a lingering licorice snap accent and a nice
twang of iron-edged minerality. Well-built. Best from 2023 through 2033.
2,500 cases made.  (March 2019)

18,5/20
BETTANE & DESSEAUVE
En attaque, le fruit est juteux et étincelant, bien complétées par des notes
florales de grande classe. La finale s'étire sur des tannins profonds
parfaitement intégrés.

94/100
JEB DUNNUCK
Deeper colored, with a saturated purple color (...). It gives up a terrific
bouquet of black cherries cassis, graphite, and some gravelly minerality
and damp earth notes. These carry to a medium to full-bodied,
concentrated yet elegant wine that has fine tannins, good acidity, and a
great finish. It's just a classic, beautifully balanced, elegant wine that does
everything right. (February 2019)

93/100
VINOUS / ANTONIO GALLONI
The 2016 Nénin is a gorgeous Pomerol. Supple and inviting, the 2016 offers
quite a bit of immediacy. There is lovely freshness to the dark plum and
blackberry fruit, while beams of supporting tannin give the wine its shape,
focus and overall feel. There is a lot to like in the 2016. This is the first
vintage that includes fruit from four hectares of vineyards on the plateau
across the road from Trotanoy that were replanted a few years ago. Nénin is
another terrific wine from Jean-Hubert Delon in 2016. (January 2019)

94/100
THE WINE DOCTOR / CHRIS KISSACK
This is a blend (...) from old vines aged between 25 and 70 years, all up on
the plateau, the vines close to Château Trotanoy. (...). It presents a dark,
precise, quite saline nose, with notes of river gravel, green peppercorn and
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a touch of menthol, the aromatic freshness coming from the Cabernet
Franc. There is no concern about ripeness though, the palate rather svelte,
with a lovely texture running from the start and through the middle, with
some very fine tannins showing here as well. These provide a balanced grip
to the palate, where the acid freshness is also notable. It is fresh, balanced
and correct, with a little seam of oak, but not too much. This is surely one of
the best examples of Nenin I have tasted. (December 2018)

93/100
WINE ADVOCATE / LISA PERROTTI BROWN
Blended of 75% Merlot and 25% Cabernet Franc, the 2016 Nenin is deep
garnet-purple colored and opens with beautiful Black Forest cake, baked
blackberries and blueberry compote scents over a core of Chinese five
spice, sandalwood and lilacs. Medium to full-bodied and laden with black
fruits and spicy layers, it has a gorgeous velvety frame and just enough
freshness, finishing long and vibrant. (November 2018)

93/100
DECANTER / JANE ANSON
(...). This has an unmistakably serious edge, but alongside it is a totally
gorgeous balance of pure, well-layered cassis, dried herbs and black spice.
It has firm, chewy tannins and will take its time to come round. (October
2018)

17/20
JEAN-MARC QUARIN
Beau rouge vif, sombre et intense. Nez très aromatique, au fruité à la fois
mûr et frais. Caressant à l'attaque, juteux et très savoureux en milieu de
bouche, le vin se développe dynamique et élancé en finale, gras, complexe,
noble, sans aucun angle tannique. C'est long et très bon. Il s'agit du meilleur
Nénin jamais fait. (Mars 2021)

95/100
FALSTAFF / PETER MOSER
Dunkles Rubingranat, violette Reflexe, zarte Randaufhellung, schwarze
Kirschen, Lakritze, feine Gewürzanklänge, kandierte Orangenzesten.
Saftig, elegante Textur, reife Herzkirschen, integrierte Tannine, frischer
Säurebogen, mineralischer Nachhall, sehr animierend, sicheres
Reifepotenzial. (May 2017)



2016

96-98/100
YVES BECK
Robe pourpre violacé. Bouquet intense, complexe. Notes de fruits noirs tels
que cassis et myrtilles. Je relève également des touches minérales, florales
ainsi qu'un peu de poivre. Bois de réglisse et violettes. La mise en bouche est
friande et compacte. Superbe intensité aromatique du palais. Le corps a du
gras, de la chair et du muscle’ et tout cela assorti d'élégance! Les tannins se
révèlent très lentement en fin de bouche et ont le gabarit nécessaire pour
tenir tête à une structure vive et rafraîchissante. Cette dernière supporte
parfaitement le fruit, jusqu'en fin de bouche. Finale intense et persistante.
Un très grand Nénin, charnu, vif, élégant!  2022-2056. (Mars 2017)

93-95/100
WINE ENTHUSIAST / ROGER VOSS
Made by the winemaking team of Léoville las Cases in Saint-Julien, this is a
densely structured wine, rich in generous fruit while also having balanced
acidity. (January 2017)

91+/100
VINOUS / NEAL MARTIN
(August 2020)

91/100
JEANNIE CHO LEE
(April 2017)

18/20
LE FIGARO / BERNARD BURTCHY
Jolis fruits noirs, prune rouge, vanille. Attaque franche, jus croquant et
fruité, tanins amples, belle matière, finale sapide.

91-93/100
PAOLO BARACCHINO
Paré d'une robe rouge pourpre. Le nez fin, élégant et nous offre des arômes
de cerise, tiroir des médicaments (arôme typique d'un Merlot jeune et de
bonne qualité), menthe, poivre noir, noix de muscade, coque d'amande et
eucalyptus. Bien équilibré en bouche, la fraîcheur et les tanins maitrisent
l'alcool. Saveur de cerise. Consistance moyenne. Les tanins sont doux,
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intenses (6-6-) et soyeux. Longue mais pas très longue la persistance, finale
de chocolat. Je ne suis pas en principe surpris par ce vin, mais ce 2016 m'a
vraiment bien étonné et je l'ai apprécié comme j'avais apprécié le 2010.

94/100
TIM ATKIN

93-95/100
VINIFERA

18/20
WEINWISSER
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Comparison of temperatures and rainfall during the
growth cycle : from 1st March to 31st October Total rainfall and average temperatures in 2016

Phenological cycle
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