
2016

TERROIR

Le vignoble du Château Potensac se situe sur l’un des points
culminants du nord du Médoc et s’étend essentiellement sur un sous-
sol calcaire recouvert de croupes argilo-graveleuses avec une forte
proportion de graves, un terroir se rapprochant de l’appellation de
Saint-Estèphe. Conduit par la famille Delon (Léoville Las Cases)
depuis la nuit des temps, ce cru réputé englobe des parcelles de
Cabernet Sauvignon et de Cabernet Franc plantées il y a plus de 75
ans, produisant des raisins parfaitement mûrs et sains.

MILLÉSIME 2016

Le millésime 2016 démarre avec des réserves hydriques largement
reconstituées grâce à d'importantes précipitations de janvier à mars.
Des températures douces en mars assurent un débourrement
précoce de la vigne alors qu'avril est ponctué de matinées froides et
pluvieuses donnant lieu à une pousse végétative ralentie. De mi-juin à
mi-octobre, les pluviométries sont bien en dessous des normales
saisonnières. Durant la première quinzaine d août, la véraison est
rapide et homogène sur les trois propriétés. Quelques pluies éparses
mi-septembre surviennent, permettant de débloquer les terroirs les
plus filtrants. Les parfaites conditions climatiques durant les
vendanges nous permettent de récolter des raisins d une qualité
remarquable.

INFORMATIONS TECHNIQUES

Assemblage : Merlot 44% Cabernet Sauvignon 39% Cabernet Franc
15% Petit Verdot 2%
Date de vendange : Du 5 Octobre au 19 Octobre 2016
Degré: 14,14% - Acidité Totale: 3,99 - PH 3,49 - IPT 75
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NOTES DE DÉGUSTATION

16/20
JANCIS ROBINSON
Tasted blind. Rich nose, mineral texture. Very cool-tasting. Drink 2024 -
2028. (February 2020)

92/100
VINOUS / NEAL MARTIN
The 2016 Potensac has a ripe, pure-fruit-driven bouquet of black cherries
and bilberry fruit, developing lovely floral aromas. The palate is medium-
bodied with fleshy ripe black fruit and fine mineralité. There is a subtle
marine influence at play toward the finish, and a dash of white pepper on
the aftertaste. Enjoyable. Tasted blind at the Southwold tasting. (August
2020)

94/100
JAMES SUCKLING
Suave aromas of cedar and fresh red flowers with a thread of ripe red
berries and blackcurrants, mulberries, coal smoke and cool stones. The
palate delivers a wealth of rich red-fruit flavors, framed in sleek tannins that
build with precision and length. A class act. One of the best from here in the
modern era. Try from 2023. (February 2019)

91/100
JEB DUNNUCK
Another sleeper is the 2016 Château de Potensac (...). This beauty is upfront
and ready to go, with a dark, rich bouquet of currants, unsmoked tobacco,
graphite, and earth. With beautiful concentration and a layered, elegant
texture, it's one of those wines that has ample upfront appeal yet will keep
for 15+ years. (February 2019)

92/100
VINOUS / ANTONIO GALLONI
The 2016 Potensac is a huge overachiever. Succulent black cherry, plum,
spice, leather, licorice and lavender flesh out in this striking, deeply
flavored Médoc. Inky, racy and super-expressive, the 2016 is a wine of pure
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and total seduction. Jean-Hubert Delon's entire portfolio is impressive in
2016, but the wines from Potensac are especially of note. Tasted two times.
(January 2019)

90/100
WINE ENTHUSIAST / ROGER VOSS
This ripe wine offers structure from the Cabernet in the blend but also rich
berry fruits with just a hint of chocolate. Its density and acidity give a
smooth as well as juicy aftertaste. (January 2019)

92/100
THE WINE DOCTOR / CHRIS KISSACK
(...). It presents wonderfully lifted and charming scents of red cherry skins
on the nose, with little touches of crushed red plum and vanilla. A very
classic style, with a lightly juicy medium-bodied presence on the palate
underpinned by traditionally firm tannins. There is fine savoury fruit
substance here, and great energy too. A real charmer, with a long and
energetic finish, but it will please Médoc classicists too. (December 2018)

94/100
BETTANE & DESSEAUVE
Depuis plus de trente ans, Potensac est le meilleur rapport qualité/potentiel
de garde/prix de tout Bordeaux.

17-18/20
GAULT ET MILLAU
Des notes florales, de la profondeur, du fruit, une très belle charge tannique
qui fait la queue de paon en finale. Un des beaux rapports qualité/prix du
Médoc.

16/20
JEAN-MARC QUARIN
"Le meilleur jamais fait depuis 1996...Un délice."

89-91/100
PAOLO BARACCHINO
Il s'annonce par un joli rouge rubis nuancé pourpre. Cru qui développe des
arômes de boîte de cigares, intenses notes de pomme rouge, enrobage de la
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dragée, cerise, menthe, eucalyptus. On perçoit un peu le boisé en bouche
suivi de la cerise. Bonne consistance, la fraîcheur et les tanins mettent en
retrait l'alcool. Les tanins sont doux, intenses (6/6-), soyeux à l'attaque et à
la fin légèrement asséchants sur la gencive supérieure. Vin persistant, finale
boisée et cerise. L'intensité des tanins est majeure à celle du 2015.

92/100
THE WINE CHRONICLES / PANOS KAKAVIATOS
Lovely nose, with juicy fruit, red and black. There is more than your usual
elegance from this estate, as the winemaking has gotten more fine tuned.
(...). Bottled in April, it is a bit closed now, but that is normal. What is
foremost important is the suave nature that you get from this humble AOC
Médoc. I would recommend purchasing magnum formats to serve at
upscale garden parties or any parties, over the next 5-15 years. Magnums
require more bottle aging, so crack it open in, say, 2023 for an early
drinking window and pour away. (...). (November 2018)

90/100
WINE ADVOCATE / LISA PERROTTI-BROWN
Blended of 44% Merlot, 39% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Cabernet Franc and
2% Petit Verdot, the medium to deep garnet-purple colored 2016 Potensac
features chocolate box and Sichuan pepper scents with a core of cassis,
warm blackberries, kirsch and menthol. Medium to full-bodied, it has a
great core of expressive black fruits, grainy tannins and lovely freshness,
finishing with a red fruit lift. (November 2018)

90/100
DECANTER / JANE ANSON
This is such classic Médoc - the freshness is clear, perfectly underpinning
the crunchy red and black berry fruits. It's super-seductive and easy to
drink despite being closed right now, as you would expect at this stage, but
the weight of tannins suggests that it will open back up fairly swiftly, and a
second bottle I tasted was even more juicy. 2% Petit Verdot completes the
blend. (October 2018)

89/100
WINE SPECTATOR / JAMES MOLESWORTH
Open-knit, with a mix of bramble, sweet tobacco and steeped red and black
currant fruit flavors. A lightly roasted apple wood note and a flash of iron
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check in on the finish, adding spine. Drink now through 2029.

17/20
WEINWISSER
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